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The Elements of Thought

Eight Elements Define All Reasoning

Eight basicstructures are present in al thinking: Whenever we think, we think
for a purpose within a point of view based on assumptions that lead to implications
and consequences. We use concepts, deas, and theorie tointerpret data, fcts, and

experiences in order to answer questions,solve problems, and relve issues.
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Critical thinkers use the clements of reasoning with sensiivity to universal ntellec
tualcriteria, o standards, such as clrity precision, accuracy, relevance, significance,
depth, breadth, logicalness, suficiency, and fairness.
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